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Sharingbooks and stories is Jun!Not only does it improve your chidd's reauding and
comprehension skills, but it can also help to build special memories and morments with yous
child, whatener their a,gel It also hﬂlps children:

o Understand the world around them

o Denvelop social and emotional skills

® Improvein school at a range of subjects, not just English!

o Build confidence with communication

o Strengthen their bond with you and other farmilymembers.

Reading with your child.
Ma/mj children enjoy books and V\ea,dJi/n,g. Howener, Uf your child s a reluctant reader, then the

you read a pa,ge/pam,gm/ph, lread a pa,ge/pam,gm/ph' strategy mawy be the way Jorward. This
hdlps children to understand the content whilst V\e)(wmi/n,g dfc,od/vn,g and word buAJ,d/im,g skills.

You will also be role modelling valuable skills to your child as you read aloud eg/ expression,
intonation and use of punciuation to name but a fewl Children are also more likely to read uf
thew see you reading! You can:

® Read books together

o Telleach other stories

o Talk about pictuwres in books (even with older children...you will be amazed at how much
can be gained, [rom this activity. Pictures canbe wsed to explore settings and charocters
and can help give chues in more challenging tests.)

® Share stories even when you don 't harve a book in [ront of you. Whaynot retell a. Jamily
Jovourite?

What shall we read?
You can read anything! Tryout a range of texts. Share stories, poems, newspagpers, plays, factual
tests...anything that interests them! For example, Uf your child is an anvid football fan, then
there are many magazines, blographies and skill development books that may be of interest to
them. Some children like to read the same book again and again. Familiar books are
comforting and can help to build confidence.

e Find yowr Local library and see what your child likes
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o Ask teachers, librorians or other parents to recommend books
o Visit the Book Trust website bookiruwst.org.uk/book/inder

o Trydownlouding texts on tablets, Kindles or iPads or use storytelling apps...some children

preferthis, just discuss and ask the same questions as you would with a printed book (Use
of ‘Aurplane Mode may cut down, on any wnexpecied, cosis)

How shall we rea.d?

Find a quiet pla,cz with no distractions. Twrn off telelvisions, radios, computers and tablets.
You don 't need to make swre yowr chidd gets every word right, it is ok to make mistakes. Talk
about the pictures and give hints or remind them to wse their sownds/phonics to work out
wnfamidiar words. Show your child that you are enjoying the text just as much as they are. For
the bu,d,d/i/n,g actors avmong you Jaces, gestures, animal noises and chowracter voices make the
text come alive and will enhance the enjoyment for yowr child!

When shouldwe read?
Reading for just 10 minutes per day with your child, has been scientifically proven to have a
hu,ge impact, ensuring an anverage of 1.27 million words read per Yean and 104% increase in
word exposure.
o Take books with you so you alwanys hare a. story to share. Read on the train or the bus
together
® | you areoutside, you can abwows use the day's events to make up a story later on

o Bedtime isthe pe//:fwt tme to read togeﬂ(wr. It hz,{/ps to create a routine and can make going
to bed something your child Looks Jorwoard to. [t is a special time for a parent and child to
shuare.

Questions to ask when reading.

Here are some ideas for questions you might Like to ask when reading, and give a. [lav-our of the
range of questions we would use in school. PLEASE do not feel that all questions hae to be asked
each time you share a.book and donot feel under pressure to ask questions that you don 't feel
comfortable with. The mostimportant thingis to enjoy books and the reading experience with
yowr child.
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. listening to a wide range of [uction, poetry, plays, non- [iction and reference books or textbooks
What happened in the story’

Where is it taking place (setting)? Who is telling the story?

Can you Jind some words or phurases that tell you about this character?

Can you use this book to find information? Howwill you do this?

..reading books that are struciwred. in different ways and reading for a range of purposes
Why is the text arranged in this wary

Does the layout, font or colour of the text have an impact on the reader?

Do the beginning and end harve aruthing in common? Is the order of events umportant?

ls this text similas to arwy others you hare read? How is it similor?

. increasing their anwa/mbj with a wide ronge of books, vrww,dm,g jowry stories, m,g‘f)n/s and
Legends. Re- telling some of these orally

Where and when is this story/text set? How does the writer show this?

What effect does the setting hae on the story’

How did this character respond to (an event?) Can you wse your voice to show this?

..ideniifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books

What is the genre of this story? How do you know?

Hane you read any other books in this series/by the same author/about this topic?
Do these texts above, share any common features eg/language or a theme?

...prepasing poems and, pLaM scripts to read alowd and pe//f orm, sJ/wW'i/n,g WdefﬁM/n,d/i/n,g Un/rovvgh
intonation, tone, volume and action

Whose voice is the poem written in? How could you show this when you read the poem aloud?
How dooes this poem make you. Jeed? Can you wse your voice to show this?

...discussing words and phrases that captre the reader s interest and imagination
What did you. enjoy about this story?

What was the most interesting part? Can you. explain whay?

Whiich part of the story best describes the settingy

Which words in the terxt has the author wsed to create mood/effect?

- .V\ecogrwsm,g some jorm/s of poei'/rg
Does this poem tell a story?

Has the author changed the shape of the poem? What effect haus this had?
Do you hear arwy repeating patterns in this poem?
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...Checking that the text makes sense, discussing their understanding of words
Does reading the rest of the sentence help you to work out what this wnfamidiar word means?
Why is there a bullet pomt/ exclamation mork/ question mark here? What effect does it hare?

...asking questions to improve uwnderstanding of a text

¥ you could ask the charactersin the story a question, who would you choose and what would
ou ask?

E there a section of the text you don 't understand? How could you [ind out what it means?

using clues to e/xplm/n chosracters ﬁw’/n,gs, Unou,ghu and motives [rom their actions

Can you choose a. character and say what they [elt/thought/did in response to events? How do

you krow?

What does...tell you about how the character is [eeling’

Howdid......"s actions affect the outcome of the story?

..predicting events [romwhatissaid and suggested

Knowing what you do about (a character or event) what might happen next? How do you know?

|f the story denvelops in the wauy you have predicted, howwill (a charcter) respond? Can you

Jind evidence in the text to explain whuy you think that is?

How does the author show that a character [eels excited/worried/scared? How does s/he

suqggest this?

. dentifying and summarising main ideas [rom more than one paragraph

What are the main events in this chapter?

Can you order the main events?

Can you susmmarise what you hanve read so farin 50 words?

. t,deym,g how La/n,gua,ge, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

How arre the beginning and end similare Is the order of emenis important?

Why do you think authors sometimes use short sentences?

How do the UWustrations/ choice of Jont/bold type/italics affect help you to understand the text?



